Cyclooxygenase enzymes in allergic inflammation and asthma.
The cyclooxygenase enzyme system produces eicosanoids which mediate many important physiological and pathological functions. Experimental and clinical data suggest a role for this enzyme system in the pathogenesis of allergic inflammation and asthma. This article focuses on the function of this pathway in the lung, reviews evidence implicating the involvement of this pathway in asthma and allergic airway inflammation, and discusses implications for the treatment of asthmatics with cyclooxygenase inhibitors.